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BOOK REVIEW

Insect Hormones. V. J. A. Novak. Second English Edition. 600 pp. Chapman & Hall,

London; Halsted Press; John Wiley & Sons, New York. $49.50. 1975.

Rarely does a textbook fulfill a real need, rather than just increase the rapidly growing

literature. Novak’s book is one of these welcome, rare contributions. It is actually the

English translation of his 4th edition which appeared in Czech, and it is in many ways a

remarkable treatese. It deals briefly with the history of insect endocrinology, then de-

scribes the techniques used in research, including tissue and organ culture. Ecdysone, the

juvenile hormone, and the corpora cardiaca hormones are described in the 3rd chapter on

120 pages. This is followed by a discussion of natural and synthetic substances with

hormone activity. The role of hormones in morphogenesis and diapause, the neurohormones,

protohormones, exohormones, and the substances with allegedly hormonal characteristics

occupy 100 pages. A separate chapter is devoted to the effects of insect hormones on

noninsects. The book concludes with a stirriulating discussion about the theoretical and

practical significance of insect hormones. There is an extensive list of references, a good

subject index and an author index. This is a remarkable and valuable book, very useful

as a reference, amply documented, that can be considered a major and unique addition to

the literature on invertebrate endocrinology. Novak’s book will remain an important

summary of the subject for years to come for all who are working with insect endocrinology.
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